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If you would like more information on how to make your own property Firewise 

or to learn more about how you can help in the community, please e-mail 

firewise@massanuttenvillage.com  

We will eventually dry out, most likely in time for the Fall wildfire season which starts October 

15th and runs through November 30th.  To help you best defend and maintain your property, 

they provide a number of recommendations at http://dof.virginia.gov/fire/firewiseva.  These 

are some of the most common, easiest steps you can take to prepare your home: 

* Remove all branches that touch your house, garage, shed, etc.; 

* Keep gutters clear of debris; 

* Remove combustibles from under or near structures; 

* Clear all brush (tall grass, leaves, branches, weeds, etc.) from immediately around your home 

– this includes the areas under decks and outside stairs; 

* Trim branches up to 6 feet from the base of the tree and remove any vines from the trees – 

those vines, although green are a direct route for the fire to climb to the canopy of the forest; 

* Instead of mulch, use gravel or stone – never place mulch where it will be in direct contact 

with any structure; 

* Keep flammable plants away from your home; 

* If you’re making home repairs, use fire-resistant materials for your roof, deck and siding 

projects. 

* Maintain your driveway so that the clearance is at least 12 feet wide and 12 feet high, and 

make sure your house number is visible at the street. 

 

Firewise Fire Pit Use   –   by Andy Jezioro/MPOA Firewise Committee Member 

A well-built fire pit can add enjoyment, atmosphere and value to your property.  But a poorly 

constructed fire pit can create a hazard that can lead to destruction of your property and that 

of your neighbors.  Every year thousands of grass and brush fires start as a result of careless use 

of fire pits. If you have one or are considering one you must be firewise to be safe. 

Here at Massanutten, a fire pit screen is mandatory.  You need to select one that has 

sufficiently fine mesh to reduce the chances of red hot embers escaping.   The fire pit itself 

needs a good fireproof base.  If it is built on the ground, you need to fill the interior with at 

least 3 inches of stone.  Ideally, you should surround the fire pit with non-combustible material 
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such as crushed stone, concrete of flagstone for at least a diameter of 8-10 feet around the fire 

pit.  This will ensure that any embers that do escape will not ignite any flammable material.  Of 

course as Fall approaches, you will want to keep the area around the fire pit free of leaves.  A 

burning ember landing on a leaf will immediately ignite it, and the burning leaf can easily be 

blown around, rapidly spreading the fire. 

When adding wood, you will want to carefully place it on the fire; tossing the new wood will be 

sure to raise a large amount of embers.  Since the screen is open, you can be sure hot embers 

will be released outside the fire pit.   

If you choose to use an accelerant to start the fire, never use gasoline; charcoal lighter is a 

much safer alternative.   Many injuries have been caused by individuals attempting to start a 

fire after pouring gasoline on the wood fuel. 

It is highly recommended that you have a working and charged hose nearby to quickly put out 

any material ignited by burning embers.  Of course you will not want to start a fire if there is a 

strong breeze.  You will want to put out the fire quickly if winds suddenly increase such as we 

experienced in the derecho a few years back.  Likewise, when you have finished with the fire, 

please make sure it is out and cold before leaving.  A watched fire rarely causes problems, but 

an unattended fire can easily result in a spreading fire if embers escape.  You also need to be 

aware of open fire restrictions in Virginia during wild fire season.  From February 15th to April 

1, open burning is not permitted until 4:00 PM.  This includes any fires in fire pits even if a spark 

screen is used. 

Finally, you need to take care disposing of ashes.  Never store ashes in a paper or plastic bag, 

and never store them on a wood deck.  Ashes and residue can remain hot and dangerous for an 

extended period of time.  It is best to place them in a metal can and to wait until they are out 

and cold before disposing them. 

Enjoy your fire pit, but be firewise.  Help protect your property and our neighborhood.  

Remember, you are living in a forest.  Preventing wild fires is your responsibility. 

 


