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      Massanutten Village again a certified Firewise community in 2020 

Being Firewise at Thanksgiving 

Did you know that the likelihood of a cooking fire on Thanksgiving is THREE times more likely 

than on any other day of the year?  Can cooking fires happen here and what does that have to 

do with wildfires?  The answers are “yes”, and “plenty”. 

Just a few years ago a home in Massanutten was devastated by a cooking fire.  A kitchen fire 

got out of control very quickly and the entire home was consumed.  Had it not been for the 

excellent efforts of our local fire departments the outcome could have been much worse.  They 

managed to contain the fire to that single structure perched upon a steep hillside.  Had that fire 

spread to the adjoining forest and conditions were just right, that fire could have had even 

more grave consequences for our community. 

According to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) there are several measures each 

of us should be taking to make this holiday and our community much safer. 

 If you have a firepit or barbecue grill, please be sure that ashes are cold and dead before 

disposing of them.  Do not dump ashes in the woods, dispose of them properly in a 

metal container.  Just recently in Shenandoah County a homeowner set the forest on 

fire by dumping ashes which were hot enough to rekindle and burst in to flame. 

 Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on the 

food.   Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check on it frequently. 

 Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids should stay 3 feet 

away.  Better yet, plan activities for children so they are not in the kitchen when cooking 

is being performed. 

 Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children and never leave children 

alone in a room with a lit candle. 

 Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them by pushing the test button and 

replace dead batteries immediately. 

Finally, the NFPA discourages the use of turkey fryers – 4,300 people a year destroy their 

homes while trying to fry a turkey. 

Remember - OPEN FIRES ARE PROHIBITED in Massanutten Village. 

Please have a safe holiday season and take a moment to remember all of those first-

responders who will be on station and away from their families in order to ensure we’re all 

safe this holiday season.  Let’s give them a hand by being Firewise! 


